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IN THE CLAIMS 

Amended claims follow: 
1. (Currently Amended) A method of distributing a computer file from a source 
computer to a plurality of target computers via a computer network, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

determining a demand level upon said source computer for downloading of said 
computer file to said plurality of target computers; 

sending at least one download controlling message from said source computer to 
at least one of said plurality of target computers, the download controlling message 
including at least one do\\Tiload qualifying parameter, wherein said at least one 
download qualifying parameter is adjusted such that a probability that a particular target 
computer will qualify to download said computer file on the basis of said at least one 
download qualifying parameter increases as time progresses, wherein a number of target 
computers not having said computer file decreases as time progresses; 

controlling downloading of said computer file by said at least one of said 
plurality of target computers in dependence upon said download controlling message; 
and 

adjusting said dovmloading controlling message in dependence upon said 
demand level; 

wherein said download controlling message is sent from said source computer to 
said target computers, in order to control the manner in which said target computers 
request said downloading of said computer file: 

wherein said download controlling message includes a broadca st message, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

issuing said broadcast message from said source computer to said plurality of 
target computers indicating availability of said computer file for download from said 
source computer, said broadcast message including the at least o ne download qtialifying 
parameter: 

receiving said broadcast message at said plurality of target co mputer: 
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HPtPrmining for each Target computer of 5;aid plurality of tarpet computers that 
received said brnadcast messa pe v/helher or not said target computer already has said 
computer file; 

HPtermining for each tar pet comput e r that does not already have said computer 
file in dependence upon said at least one d o wnload Qualifying parameter whether or not 
c;aid target computer qualifies to download 5^aid computer file in response to said 

broadcast message: 

downloading said computer file firom said source computer to those target 
computers that do not alreadv have said computer file and that qualify to download said 
computer file; 

monitoring how manv target computers do w nload said computer file in response 
to said broadcast message: and 

adjusting at least one download parameter used in a follo wing broadcast 
message issued bv said source computer in depe ndence upon how many target 
computers dowoiloaded said computer file in response to said broadcast message; 

wherein said at least one dovKuload qualifying p arameter includes a random 
selection control parameter used in combination with a quasi-random parameter 
generated bv a particular target computer to control wheth er or not said particular target 
computer qualifies to download said com puter file; 

wherein said broadcast message includes time ran ge data specifying a range of 
times within which t ar pet computers qualifying to dow nload said computer file in 
response to said broadcast message should downlo ad said computer file; 

wherein each target computer that qualifies to downlo ad said target file in 
response to said broadcast message initiates downloadi ng at a time quasi -randomly 
selected Mathin said range of time; 

wherein a tarpet computer that has downloaded said compu ter file subsequendy 

acts as a source computer; 

wherein upon receipt of said computer file said target computer issues prompte 
seeking user input specifying how said computer fi le should be used; 

wherein said computer file is a virus definition data file for use by an anti-virus 
com puter program . 
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2.-4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 5i, wherein said at least one 
download qualifying parameter is adjusted such that a number of target computers 
downloading said computer file in response to said broadcast message does not exceed a 
threshold level. 

6. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 21, wherein each target 
computer has a priority level parameter indicating a position within a priority hierarchy 
and said at least one download quahfying parameter specifies which priority level 
parameters a target computer must have to qualiiy to download said computer file. 

7. -9. (Cancelled) 

10. (Currently Amended) A method as claimed in claim 21, wherein said broadcast 
message includes a network address of said source computer. 



11.-13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Original) A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein at least portions of said 
computer network comprise internet network links. 



15. (Cancelled) 

16. (Currently Amended) A method of sending a computer file firom a source 
computer to a plurality of target computers via a computer network, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

determining a demand level upon said source computer for downloading of said 
computer file to said plurality of target computers; 
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sending at least one download controlling message from said source computer to 
at least one of said plurality of target computers, said download controlling message 
being usable to control do\vnloading of said computer file by said at least one of said 
plurality of target computers in dependence upon said download controUing message, 
the download controlling message including at least one download qualifying 
parameter, wherein said at least one do\vnload qualifying parameter is adjusted such that 
a probability that a particular target computer will qualify to download said computer 
file on the basis of said at least one download qualifying parameter increases as time 
progresses, wherein a number of target computers not having said computer file 
decreases as time progresses; and 

adjusting said downloading controlling message in dependence upon said 

demand level; 

wherein said download controlling message is sent from said source computer to 
said target computers, in order to control the manner in which said target computers 
request said downloading of said computer filei 

wherein said download controlling message includes a broa dcast message, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

issuing said broadcast message from said source comp uter to said plurality of 
target computers indicating availability of said compute r file for download from said 
source computer, said broadcast message including the at least one dovmload qualifying 
parameter that controls whether or not a target computer that receives said broadcast 
message and does not already have said computer file q ualifies to download said 
computer file from said source computer in response to said b roadcast message: 

monitoring how many target computers download said computer file in response 
to said broadcast message: and 

adjusting at least one download qualifying parameter use d in a follovring 
broadcast message issued by said source computer in dependenc e upon how many target 
computers downloaded said computer file in response to said br oadcast message: 

wherein said at least one download qualifying parameter includes a random 
selection control parameter used in combination with a quasi-random parameter 
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generated bv a particular target computer to cont rol whether or not said particular target 
computer qualifies to download said computer file: 

wherein said broadcast message includes t i me range data specifvinR a range of 
times within which target computers qualifying to download said computer file in 
response to said broadcast message should do wnload said computer file; 

wherein each target computer that Qualifies to down load said target file in 
response to said broadcast message initiates down loading at a time quasi-randomly 
selected within said range of time: 

wherein a target computer that has downloaded said c omputer file subsequently 

acts as a source computer; 

wherein upon receipt of said computer file said targe t computer issues prompts 
seeking user input specifying how said comp uter file should be used: 

wherein said computer file is a virus definition d ata file for use bv an anti-virus 
computer program . 

17.-18. (Cancelled) 

19. (Currently Amended) A method of dovmloading a computer file from a source 
computer to a target computer via a computer network, said method comprising the 
steps of: 

receiving at said target computer a download controlling message fi-om said 
source computer, the download controlling message including at least one download 
qualifying parameter, wherein said at least one download qualifying parameter is 
adjusted such that a probability that a particular target computer will qualify to 
download said computer file on the basis of said at least one download qualifying 
parameter increases as time progresses, wherein a number of target computers not 
having said computer file decreases as time progresses; and 

controlling sending of download requests from said target computer to said 
source computer in dependence upon said download controlling message; 
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wherein said download controlling message is sent from said source computer to 
a plurality of said target computers, in order to control the manner in which said target 
computers request said downloading of said computer filei 

wherein said download controlling message is a broadc a^st message, said method 

comprisin f T the steps of: 

receiving said broadcast message from said source computer at said target 
computer, said broadcast message indicating av ailability of said computer file for 
download from said source comnuter and including the at least one download quali fying 
parameter: 

determining whether or not said target computer already h as said computer file; 

if said target computer does not already have said comp uter file, then 
determining in dependence upon said at least one downloa d Qualifying parameter 
whether or not said target computer qualifies to download said computer file in response 
to said broadcast message: 

if said target computer Qualifies to download said computer fil e in response to 
said broadcast message, then downloading said compute r file from said source computer 
to said target computer: and 

if said target computer does not qualify to download said comput er file, then 
waiting for a next broadcast message: 

wherein said at least one download qualifying parameter includes a random 
selection control parameter used in combination with a quasi-r andom parameter 
generated bv a particular target computer to control whether or n ot said particular target 
computer qualifies to download said computer file: 

wherein said broadcast message includes time range data specifying a range of 
times within which target computers qualifying to dounnload s aid computer file in 
resiK)nse to said broadcast message should dovynload said computer file: 

wherein each target computer that qualifies to download said targ et file in 
response to said broadcast message initiates downloading at a time ouasi-randomly 
selected within said range of time; 

wherein a target computer that has downloaded said computer fil e subsequently 
acts as a source computer: 
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„,i..r.;n „ pon receipt of s^i^ romnuter file sa id ta rget co mputer issues prompts 
seeking user inp -t . ^ecifvine h o w said comp uter file should be used; 

.»>,.r.in r.omnuter file^ is a virus defi ni t ion data file for use hy an anti-virus 
computer program . 

20.-21. (Cancelled) 

22. (CurrenUy Amended) Apparatus for distributing a computer file firom a source 
computer to a plurality of target computers via a computer network, said apparatus 
comprising: 

first determining logic operable to determine a demand level upon said source 
computer for downloading of said computer file to said plurality of target computers; 

transmitting logic operable to send at least one dowrUoad controlling message 
from said source computer to at least one of said plurality of target computers, the 
download controlling message including at least one download qualifying parameter, 
wherein said at least one download qualifying parameter is adjusted such that a 
probability that a particular target computer will qualify to download said computer file 
on the basis of said at least one download qualifying parameter increases as time 
progresses, wherein a number of target computers not having said computer file 
decreases as time progresses; 

a controller operable to control downloading of said computer file by said at 
least one of said plurality of target computers in dependence upon said download 
controlling message; and 

adjusting logic operable to adjust said downloading controlling message in 

dependence upon said demand level; 

wherein said download controlling message is sent firom said source computer to 
said target computers, in order to control the manner in which said target computers 
download said computer file; 

wherein said dovmload contrnlling messa ge includes a broadcast message, said 

ap paratus comprising: 
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KrnAHr;i^ting logic o perable to is s ue a broadcast message from said source 
com puter to saiH phiraUtv of targ et com puters indicating availability of said computer 
file for download from said source comput e r, said broadcast message including the at 
least one download qualifying parameter: 

a receiver operable to receive said broadcast m essage at said plurality of target 

computer; 

<;econd determining logic operabl e to determine for each target computer of said 
pluralit^^ of target computers that receive d said broadcast message whether or not said 
target computer already has said compu ter file; 

third determining logic operable to determ ine for each target computer that does 
not already have said computer file in dependenc e upon said at least one download 
qualifying parameter whether or not said target com puter qualifies to download said 
computer file in response to said broadca st message; 

downloading logic operable to download said com puter file from said source 
computer to those target computers that do not al ready have said computer file and that 
qualify to download said computer file; 

monitoring logic operable to monitor how many target computers download said 
computer file in response to said broadcas t message: and 

adjusting logic operable to ad just an at least one dow nload parameter used in a 
following broadcast message issued bv said source com puter in dependence upon how 
many target computers dovsmloaded said computer file in response to said broadcast 
message; 

wherein said at least one download qualifying p arameter includes a random 
selection control parameter used in combination with a quasi-random parameter 
generated bv a particular target computer to control whethe r or not said particular target 
com puter qualifies to dovmload said computer file: 

wherein said broadcast message includes time range dat a specifying a range of 
times within which target computers qualifying to do wnload said computer file in 
response to said broadcast message should download said computer file: 
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wherein each target compute r that qualifies to downlo ad said target file in 
response to said broadcast message initiates dowTiloading at a time q uasi-randomly 
selected within said ranee of time; 

wherein a target computer that has downloaded said computer file subsequently 

acts as a source computer; 

wherein upon receipt of said computer file said ta rget computer issues prompts 
seeking user input specifying how said computer file should be used: 

wherein said computer file is a virus definition data file fo r use bv an anti-virus 
computer program . 

23. -25. (Cancelled) 

26. (Currently Amended) Apparatus as claimed in claim 232, wherein said at least 
one download qualifying parameter is adjusted such tliat a number of target computers 
downloading said computer file in response to said broadcast message does not exceed a 
threshold level. 

27. (Currently Amended) Apparatus as claimed in claim 23^2, wherein each target 
computer has a priority level parameter indicating a position within a priority hierarchy 
and said at least one download qualifying parameter specifies which priority level 
parameters a target computer must liave to quaUfy to download said computer file. 

28. -30. (Cancelled) 

3 1 . (Currently Amended) Apparatus as claimed in claim 232, wherein said broadcast 
message includes a network address of said source computer. 

32. - 34. (Cancelled) 

35. (Original) Apparatus as claimed in claim 22, wherein at least portions of said 
computer network comprise internet network links. 
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36, (Cancelled) 

37. (Currently Amended) A source computer for sending a computer file to a 
plurality of target computers via a computer network, said source computer comprising: 

determining logic operable to determine a demand level upon said source 
computer for downloading of said computer file to said plurality of target computers; 

transmitting logic operable to send at least one download controlling message 
from said source computer to at least one of said plurality of target computers, said 
download controlling message being usable to control downloading of said computer 
file by said at least one of said plurality of target computers in dependence upon said 
download controlling message, the download controlling message including at least one 
download qualifying parameter, wherein said at least one download qualifying 
parameter is adjusted such that a probability that a particular target computer will 
qualify to download said computer iile on the basis of said at least one download 
qualifying parameter increases as time progresses, wherein a number of target 
computers not having said computer file decreases as time progresses; and 

adjusting logic operable to adjust said downloading controlling message in 
dependence upon said demand level; 

wherein said download controlling message is sent from said source computer to 
said target computers, in order to control the manner in which said target computers 
download said computer file; 

wherein said download controlling message inc ludes a broadcast message, said 

source computer comprising: 

broadcast transmitting logic operable to issue said broadca st message from said 
source computer to said plurality of target com puters indicating availability of said 
computer file for download from said source computer, s aid broadcast message 
including the at least one dov^niload qualifying parameter that controls whether or not a 
target computer that receives said broadcast message and docs not already have said 
computer file ouaHfies to download said computer file fr om said source computer in 
res ponse to said broadcast message; 
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monitoring logic operable to monitor how many target computers download said 
computer file in response to said broadcast message: and 

parameter adjusting logic operable to adjust an at least one download qualifying 
parameter used in a following broadcast message issued bv said source computer in 
dependence upon how many target computers downloaded said computer file in 
response to said broadcast message: 

wherein said at least one download qualifying parameter includes a random 
selection control parameter used in combination with a quasi-random parameter 
generated bv a particular target computer to control whether or not said particular target 
computer qualifies to download said computer file: 

wherein said broadcast message includes time range data specifying a range of 
times within which target computers qualifying to dovmload said computer file in 
response to said broadcast message should download said computer file: 

wherein each target computer that quaUfies to download said target file in 
response to said broadcast message initiates downloading at a time quasi-randomly 
selected within said range of time: 

wherein a target computer that has downloaded said computer file subsequently 
acts as a source computer: 

wherein upon receipt of said computer file said target computer issues prompts 
seeking user input specifying how said computer file should be used: 

wherein said computer file is a virus definition data file for use by an anti-virus 
computer program . 

38. -39. (Cancelled) 

40. (Currently Amended) A target computer for downloading a computer file firom a 
source computer to a target computer via a computer network, said target computer 
comprising: 

a receiver operable to receive a download controlling message from said source 
computer, the download controlling message including at least one dovmload qualifying 
parameter, wherein said at least one download qualifying parameter is adjusted such that 
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a probability that a particular target computer will qualify to download said computer 
file on the basis of said at least one download qualifying parameter increases as time 
progresses, wherein a number of target computers not having said computer file 
decreases as time progresses; and 

a controller operable to conti ol sending of download requests from said target 
computer to said source computer in dependence upon said download controlling 
message; 

wherein said download controlling message is sent from said source computer to 
said target computer, in order to control the manner in which said target computer 
requests said downloading of said computer file^ 

wherein said download co ntrolling message is a broadcast message, said tar get 
computer comprising: 

a broadcast receiver ope rable to receive said broadcast message fi-om said source 
computer at said target computer, said broadcast message indicating availability of said 
computer file for download fro m said source computer and including the at least one 
download qualifying parameter: 

first determ ining logic operable to determine whether or not said target comp uter 
already has said computer file: 

second dete rmining logic operable if said target computer does not already have 
said computer file, to determine in dependence upon said at least one dovmload 
qualifying paramet er whether or not said target computer qualifies to download said 
computer file in response to said broadcast message: 

third determ ining logic operable if said target computer qualifies to download 
said com puter file in response to said broadcast message, to download said computer 
file fi-om said sour ce computer to said target computer and operable if said target 
computer does not qualify to download said computer file, to wait for a next broadcast 
message: 

wherein sai d at least one download qualifying parameter includes a random 
selection control parameter used in combination with a quasi-random parameter 
generated by a partic ular target computer to control whether or not said particular targ et 
computer qualifies to download said computer file: 
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Avherein said broadcast message includes time range data specifying a range of 
times within which target computers qualifying t o download said computer file in 
response to said broadcast message should down load said computer file; 

wherein each target computer that qualifi es to download said target file in 
response to said broadcast message initiates dow nloading at a time quasi-randomly 
selected within said range of time: 

wherein a target computer that has downloaded said comp uter file subsequently 

acts as a source computer; 

wherein upon receipt of said computer file said targ et computer issues prompts 
seeking user input specifying how said computer file should be used; 

wherein said computer file is a virus definition data file for u se bv an anti-virus 
computer program 

41. -42. (Cancelled) 

43. (Currently Amended) A computer program product carrying a computer 
program for controlling a computer to distribute a computer file firom a source computer 
to a plurality of target computers via a computer network, said computer program 
product comprising: 

first determining code operable to determine a demand level upon said source 
computer for downloading of said computer file to said plurality of target computers; 

transmitting code operable to send at least one download controlling message 
from said source computer to at least one of said plurality of target computers, the 
download controlling message including at least one download qualifying parameter, 
wherein said at least one download qualifying parameter is adjusted such that a 
probability that a particular target computer will qualify to dovsmload said computer file 
on the basis of said at least one download qualifying parameter increases as time 
progresses, wherein a number of target compirters not having said computer file 
decreases as time progresses; 
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a controller operable to control downloading of said computer file by said at 
least one of said plurality of target computers in dependence upon said download 
controlling message; and 

adjusting code operable to adjust said downloading controlling message in 
dependence upon said demand level; 

wherein said download controlling message is sent from said source computer to 
said target computers, in order to control the manner in which said target computers 
download said computer file; 

wherein said download controlling message includes a broadcast message, said 
computer program product comprising: 

broadcasting code operable lo issue a broadcast message from said source 
computer to said plurality of target computers indicating availability of said computer 
file for download from said source computer, said broadcast message including the at 
least one download qualifying parameter; 

receiver logic operable to receive said broadcast message at said plurality of 
target computen 

second determining code operable to determine for each target computer of said 
plurality of target computers tliat received said broadcast message whether or not said 
target computer already has said computer file: 

third determining code operable to determine for each target computer that docs 
not already have said computer file in dependence upon said at least one download 
qualifying parameter whether or not said target computer qualifies to dovmload said 
computer file in response to said broadcast message; 

downloading code operable to download said computer file from said source 
computer to those target computers that do not already have said computer file and that 
qualify to dovynload said computer file; 

monitoring code operable to monitor how many target computers download said 
computer file in response to said broadcast message; and 

adjusting code operable to adjust at least one dovynload parameter used in a 
following broadcast message issued by said source computer in dependence upon how 
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many target computers downloaded said computer file in response to said broadcast 
message; 

wherein said at least one douTiload qualifying p arameter includes a random 
selection control parameter used in combination with a q uasi-random parameter 
generated bv a particular target computer to control whethe r or not said particular target 
computer qualifies to download said computer file; 

wherein said broadcast message includes time range data specifyin g a range of 
times within which target computers qualifying to download sa id computer file in 
response to said broadcast message should downlo ad said computer file; 

wherein each target computer that qualifies to download s aid target file in 
response to said broadcast message initiates downloading at a t ime auasi-randomly 
selected within said range of time: 

wherein a target computer that has downloaded said computer file subsequently 
acts as a source computer; 

wherein upon receipt of said computer file said target compute r issues prompts 
seeking user input specifying how said computer file should be used: 

wherein said computer file is a virus definition data file for use by an anti-virus 
computer program . 

44. - 46. (Cancelled) 

47. (Currently Amended) A computer program product as claimed in claim 443, 
wherein said at least one dowiiload qualifying parameter is adjusted such that a number 
of target computers downloading said computer file in response to said broadcast 

. message does not exceed a threshold level. 

48. (Currently Amended) A computer program product as claimed in claim 443, 
wherein each target computer has a priority level parameter indicating a position within 
a priority hierarchy and said at least one download qualifying parameter specifies which 
priority level parameters a target computer must have to qualify to download said 
computer file. 
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49.^ 51. (Cancelled) 

52. (Currently Amended) A computer program product as claimed in claim 443, 
wherein said broadcast message includes a network address of said source computer. 

53. - 55. (Cancelled) 

56. (Original) A computer program product as claimed in claim 43, wherein at least 
portions of said computer network comprise internet network links, 

57. (Cancelled) 

58. (Currently Amended) A computer program product for controlling a source 
computer to send a computer file to a plurality of target computers via a computer 
network, said computer program product comprising: 

determining code operable to determine a demand level upon said source 
computer for downloading of said computer file to said plurality of target computers; 

transmitting code operable to send at least one download controlling message 
from said source computer to at least one of said plurality of target computers, said 
download controlling message being usable to control downloading of said computer 
file by said at least one of said plurality of target computers in dependence upon said 
download controlling message, the download controlling message including at least one 
download qualifying parameter, wherein said at least one download qualifying 
parameter is adjusted such that a probability that a particular target computer will 
qualify to download said computer file on the basis of said at least one download 
qualifying parameter increases as time progresses, wherein a number of target 
computers not having said computer file decreases as time progresses; and 

adjusting code operable to adjust said downloading controlling message in 
dependence upon said demand level; 
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wherein said download controlling message is sent from said source computer to 
said target computers, in order to control the manner in which said target computers 
download said computer file^ 

wherein said download controlling message includes a broadcast message, said 
source computer comprising: 

broadcast transmitting code operable to issue said broadcast message from said 
source computer to said plurality of target computers indicating availability of said 
computer file for download from said source computer, said broadcast message 
including the at least one download Qualifying parameter that controls whether or not a 
target computer that receives said broadcast message and does not already have said 
computer file qualifies to download said computer file from said source computer in 
response to said broadcast message: 

monitoring code operable to monitor how many target computers download said 
computer file in response to said broadcast message: and 

parameter adjusting code operable to adjust an at least one download qualifying 
parameter used in a following broadcast message issued by said source computer in 
dependence upon how many target computers downloaded said computer file in 
response to said broadcast message: 

wherein said at least one download qualifying parameter includes a random 
selection control parameter used in combination with a quasi -random parameter 
generated by a particular target computer to control whether or not said particular target 
computer qualifies to download said computer file: 

wherein said broadcast message includes time range data specifying a range of 
times within which target computers qualifying to dov^load said computer file in 
response to said broadcast message should download said computer file: 

wherein each target computer that qualifies to download said target file in 
response to said broadcast message initiates downloading at a time quasi-randomlv 
selected within said range of time: 

wherein a target computer that has dov^nloaded said computer file subsequently 
acts as a source computer: 
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wherein upon receipt of said computer file said target computer issues prompts 
seeking user input specifying how said computer file should be used; 

wherein said computer file is a virus definition data file for use by an anti-virus 
computer program . 

59. " 60. (Cancelled) 

61 . (Currently Amended) A computer program product for controlling a target 
computer to download a computer file from a source computer to a target computer via 
a computer network, said computer program product comprising: 

receiver code operable to receive a download controlling message from said 
source computer, the download controlling message including at least one download 
qualifying parameter, wherein said at least one download qualifying parameter is 
adjusted such that a probability that a particular target computer will qualify to 
download said computer file on the basis of said at least one download qualifying 
parameter increases as time progresses, wherein a number of target computers not 
having said computer file decreases as time progresses; and 

control code operable to control sending of download requests from said target 
computer to said source computer in dependence upon said download controlling 
message; 

wherein said dovmload controlling message is sent from said source computer to 
said target computer, in order to control the manner in which said target computer 
requests said downloading of said computer file; 

wherein said download controlling message is a broadcast message, said 
computer program product comprising: 

broadcast receiver code operable to receive said broadcast message from said 
source computer at said target computer, said broadcast message indicating availability 
of said computer file for download from said source computer and including the at least 
one dowTiload qualifying parameter: 

first determining code operable to determine whether or not said target computer 
already has said computer file: 
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second determining code operable if said target computer does not already have 
said computer file, to determine in dependence upon said at least one download 
qualifying parameter whether or not said target computer qualifies to download said 
computer file in response to said broadcast message: 

third determining code operable if said target computer qualifies to download 
said computer file in response to said broadcast message, to download said computer 
file from said source computer to said target computer and operable if said target 
computer does not qualify to download said computer file, to wait for a next broadcast 
message: 

wherein said at least one download qualifying parameter includes a random 
selection control parameter used in combination with a quasi-random parameter 
generated by a particular target computer to control whether or not said particular target 
computer qualifies to download said computer file: 

wherein said broadcast message includes time range data specifying a range of 
times within which target computers qualifying to download said computer file in 
response to said broadcast message should download said computer file: 

wherein each target computer that qualifies to download said target file in 
response to said broadcast message initiates downloading at a time quasi-randomlv 
selected within said range of time: 

wherein a target computer that has downloaded said computer file subsequently 
acts as a source computer; 

wherein upon receipt of said computer file said target computer issues prompts 
seeking user input specifying how said computer file should be used: 

wherein said computer file is a virus definition data file for use by an anti-virus 
computer program , 

62. - 63. (Cancelled) 
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